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HENRY WILLIAM TERNENT REED
2nd Lieutenant, 1/2nd Battalion, the Monmouthshire Regiment

Henry ‘Harry’ William Ternent Reed was born in Durham City in 1884. Both his parents were
born in the county and his father, grandfather, an uncle and at least three siblings were
teachers. After attending the cathedral choir school, in 1898 Harry Reed entered Durham
School as a day boy and in 1900, became a King’s Scholar.
In 1902, he won a place at Durham University, winning a three-year Lindsay Scholarship, one
of the university’s oldest scholarships. He subsequently also became a Newby Scholar and
was also awarded a University Classical Scholarship. He joined St Cuthbert’s Society in
Michaelmas Term 1902, studying Classical and General Literature.
By the following term, he had become a member of the Society’s ‘General Committee’ and
was also a member of the university ‘Students Representative Council. He was also Cuth’s
Captain of Rugby. Even by Michaelmas 1902, Reed had been recognised university-wide as
one of the best forwards in the Colleges XV. He was awarded the Durham Colleges Rugby
Cup, and in April was elected captain of the Durham Colleges RFC for the following term.
Not just a sportsman, he was also elected as President of the Union Society for Easter Term
1904.
Reed took First Class honours in his B.A. finals exams in June 1905 and, perhaps
unsurprisingly, in his last term at Durham, a profile of Reed was featured in the university’s
Sphinx magazine’s ‘Men of Mark’ series.
In 1905, he joined Trinity College, Cambridge, again reading Classics. He was an enthusiastic
member of the college, and of the Boat Club, becoming captain of the First Trinity Boat Club.
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In 1908, Reed was elected a member of Leander Club, one of the oldest and most
prestigious rowing clubs in the world.
After graduating, Reed went to the King’s School, Worcester where, in 1908, he became an
assistant master in Classics. He proved a powerful influence on two important traditions:
rowing, and a boy scout movement. In 1909, Reed moved on to join Cheltenham College
where he was also placed in charge of the College Boat Club.
As soon as war was declared, Reed signed up without delay. He left Cheltenham at the end
of the Michaelmas term of 1914 and was gazetted as Second Lieutenant with the 1/2nd
Battalion, the Monmouthshire Regiment with effect from 3 January 1915. By then, his
battalion had already earned the nickname ‘the Mad Mons’ by regiments of the regular
army because of their daredevil approach under fire. It subsequently took part in what
became the Second Battle of Ypres, fought over April and May 1915.
Over April, the British Army in the Ypres Salient was placed under intense and increasing
pressure. This development, a sub-engagement of ‘the Second Ypres’, became known as
the ‘Battle of St Julien’, a village lying north-east of Ypres. St Julien had lain comfortably to
the rear of the action until a surprise German gas attack on 22 April, when it became the
front line. The Second Battle of Ypres, is generally considered to have seen the first
extensive use of poison gas in modern warfare.
With only makeshift protection against gas, the defenders were steadily driven back.
German troops took St Julien and, by the afternoon, had moved beyond the village and
were pushing slowly south. From 24 April, the 1/2nd Battalion had been sent up into the
reserve trenches at La Brique, a small hamlet situated near an old brickworks. An
anticipated French counter-attack, on 1 May, proved rather less effective than had been
hoped for and this finally convinced the British of the necessity of falling back. This was the
heaviest shelling they had yet encountered in the war. Reed’s company was ordered up in
support of battalions forced into retreat by this fierce attack and by a further release of gas
(the third of this phase) thereby losing a portion of the front line. His company moved up
under heavy shrapnel fire and occupied the support trenches.
On 2 May, Reed was killed in action at St Julien, probably by shell-fire, only 17 weeks since
being gazetted. He was buried in what became La Brique Military Cemetery No. 2, at Ypres.
In view of his passions for demanding Classical scholarship, vigorously-prosecuted
competitive sports, and a passionate and unquestioning nationalism, for Reed, “dulce et
decorum est pro patria mori” was no lie, but a self-evident truth.
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